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THPre~I1itEtle- Men\” 72/a

A Two-Act 45-Minute Play Adapted from Louisa May Alcott’s Famous Story of “Little Men”

By ELIZABETH LINCOLN GOULD

WITH PICTURES BY REGINALD B. BIRCH, ILLUSTRATOR OF “LITTLE LORD FAUNTLEROY"

ASPECIAL WORD : All rights in this play are reserved by the helrs of Louisa May Alcott. But permission
Is hereby granted to the readers of THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL for an amateur production of this play
limited to one performance only. The request Is simply made that there shall be printed on each program

MRS. BHAER

COSTUMES FOR PLAY
Acrl *
Mers. BHAER: Dark gown, big
apron with pockets.

NaN: Gingham dress, sunbonnet.

PROFESSOR BHAER : Shabby suit,
well-worn, loose house coat.

DEML, ToMMY, NAT, DAN: Ordi-
nary schoolboys’ suits, Dan
dressed 10 look older than the
others.

Teppy : Kilts and blouse waist.

Act Il
Mrs. BHAER: Dark gown, red
ribbon bow at throat, white muslin
apron.

Daisy : Dark blue (or black) skirt
trailingon ground, bright-colored
shawl crossed over a white waist,
ends tied together behind ; pair of
spectacles; large pocket-hand-
Kerchief pinned 10 a ribbon belt
at her left side ; white ruffled cap
with bright red bow.

The First Act

[Room in BHAER'S house. Maps on walls. In back of
room, desk, with schoolbooks and writing materials on
il, chair behind it. At right of desk, facing it, eight or
ten straight-backed chairs, in two rows. Door at rear,
and one at left.  As curlain rises NAT is discovered
standing before desk, eyes fixed on map of United States
on wall. He has handsin pockets and looks mournful.

NaT: It's no use! The boys don't believe I'm telling
the truth. They all think I stole Tommy's egg-money ;
all except Daisy ; she told
Demi maybe the hens ate -
it. Ned ‘only said Dan
might have done it, be-
cause he knows Dan’s my
best friend, and he wants
to hurt my feelings.

[Drops into chair on the
right nearest front of
room, takes ont his har-
monica nlnd begins to

lay. If he can play the

_‘;‘ddh’, 0{1'4' xlmulel be on

desk when curtain rises.

[Enter DAN from door at
left.

DAN (goes to NAT and
uts hand on his shoulder.
AT stops playing): I've
just given Ned a good
ducking in the brook for
estering you. [ don’t be-
ieve he'll trouble you an
more ; if he does, just \eﬁ
me and I'll see to him
ercely).

NAT puls harmonica in
his pocket, goes to desk
and leans against it.
DAN walks around the
room as they talk, hands
behind his back.

THE PEOPLE IN THE PLAY

the following acknowledgment: ** This play is produced by special permission of THE LADIES' HOME
JouRNAL, Miss Alcott’s heirs, and the publishers, Messrs. Little, Brown and Company.” 1t should be
expressly understood that any and all kinds of professional performances of this play are forbidden.

PROFESSOR BHAER

COSTUMES FOR PLAY
AcT 11— Continued

NAN: Bright green (or red) skirt
(long), blue waist, yellow scarf
tied around neck, floating ends,
wreath of artificial flowers on
head, old pink (or white) slippers;
fan made of feathers from duster,
hanging by string from walst;
large smelling-bottle also hung
by string.

Bess: Pink or pale blue frock,
white apron with high ruffles
over shoulders, pretty slippers.

PROFESSOR BHAER: Same as in
Act 1.

DEMI, NAT, TOMMY : Same suits
as in Act I, but with high paper
collars, tall black hats, and
bright, unmatched gloves.

DAN: Same as in Act 1.

TEDDY : Same as in Act 1.

Directions as to vight and left
are given from the stage, not

FIRST ACT— " There! I couldn’t walt any longer, so | went and got it! "

cured me. I don't mind so much what he says about me,
but I hate to have him pitch into you.

DAN (Yooking away from Nat): How do you know he
isn’t right ?

NAT (with a glance at DAN) : What, about the money ?

DAN: Yes.

NAT (laughing and shaking his head): Oh, I'd never
believe a word of that! You don’t care for money ; all
you want is your old bugs and things !

DAN (stopping at desk and turning leaves of schoolbook) :
I want a butterfly net as much as you want a good fiddle.
Why shouldn’t I steal the money ?or it as much as you ?

<4 Jrom the audience,

Nat: You wouldn't do it. You like to fight and knock
folks around sometimes, but you don't lie, and I don’t
believe you'd steal.

DAN (beginning to walk again, and speaking in hard,
rough voice) : I've done both. I used to fib like every-
thing, and I stole things to eat out of gardens when I was

. tramping back here aiter I ran away from Page’s, so you

see [ am a bad lot.

NAT (in a distyessed fone) : Oh, Dan ! don'tsay it's you.
I'd rather have it any of the other boys !

DAN (stops to look at NAT with half-pleased expression ):
I'won't say anything about it. But don’t you fret and
we'll pull through some-
how ; see if we don’t.

NaT (puts both hands

around DAN's arm and
looks at him imploringly):
I think you know who did
it. If you do, beg him to
tell, Dan. It's so hard to
have them all hate me for
nothing. [ don't think I
can bear it much longer.
If I had any place to go
'd run away, though I
love Plumfield dearly ; but
I'm not brave and big like
you, so I must stay and
wait till some one shows
them that I haven’t lied.

[Zurns and goes quickly
out of door at left as
Mrs. BHAER enlers
from door at rear.

MRrs. BHAER (holds out
her hand to DAN who lakes
it. She shakes hands
heartily as she talks) : I'm

lad to find you here,
an. See whata good re-
rt you have this week.
Opens book which she
lakes from drawer in
desk, shows Dan pageof

Nar: I did lie some-
times, before Father Bhaer

Copyright © 2015 ProQuest [LC. All rights reserved.

SECOND ACT — * Please walk In, gemplemum ; it's all ready "

195950

it, yuns her finger down
page and smiles at him.
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irLewis:1 h as the famous Nobel-prize-winning
novelist was himself a rebellious youth, he is perhaps best
ficted of current writers to tell the story in The Prodigal Parents
of why parents sometimes rebel, too, against too-demanding
children. Lewis’ own father was a country doctor in Sauk Cen-
ter, Minnesota, and his mother was the daughter of one. As a
youth, he was principally occupied in skating, swimming, mow-
ing the lawn and splitting the wood for the kitchen range when
not reading Scott, Dickens and the works of Harry Castleman.
In grade and high school he distinguished himself neither as a
scholar nor as an athlete. He did attract some attention in
Sunday school (Congregational) by refusing to believe the
swallowing of Jonah by the whale. And when he decided to go
to Yale instead of the University of Minnesota, that really did
set Sauk Center by the ears. At Yale he became an ardent
radical. It took him several years even to get started as the
novelist he’d determined at Yale to become—and it was ten
years before Main Street, in 1920, made him famous. In 1925,
he collaborated with our own Paul de Kruif on Arrowsmith,
and in 1928 married Dorothy Thompson, current JOURNAL col-
umnist, then a well-known foreign correspondent in Germany.

Katharine Newlin Burt: Reared tenderly on the shores of
the Hudson River and protected during childhood from any
but the most civilized contacts, Mrs. Burt bore both her chil-
dren in a log cabin four days’ drive by wagon from the nearest
railroad. She has lived in New York, Philadelphia, Connecticut,
New Jersey, North Carolina and Wyoming—and prefers Wyo-
ming. There, with her husband, famous novelist Struthers Burt,
met at Oxford, England, she has homesteaded and lived in
frontier fashion. Her most embarrassing moment, she says,
occurred in a taxi after receiving a handsome check as win-
ner of an O. Henry Memorial prize, when she discovered that
neither she nor her husband had a cent in their pockets.

Roland Pertwee: He studied painting under Sargent and
acting under Irving—and so he became a writer. As a painter
he was a flop—because, he claims, he made his sitters’ faces
reveal too much of their souls. He succeeded better as an actor,
but found himself writing more and more—even in his dressing
room at the theater—so, finally, he gave up the stage altogether.
“I am,” he says, “a strictly regular writer, being always at my
table (in London) between certain hours. This fact is known to
my friends, who ring me up during those hours. My best
friends, therefore, are those persons who rejoice when I am
rude to them—they know, then, the writing itch is upon me.”
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