»uld push on his good fortune, and take her |
as, where scandal could not follow, even if it 1

sed, he watched her intently. Every trick of

—_—

CHAPTER VI.

f her voice sank into his heart; a deeper,|“I am glad you have come, sir; the poor lady has had a bad

had ever known in woman, fainting-fit. She would get up and come down; she said she

profession—throwing herself heart and soul |felt stifled upstairs, and%

y had to depict. What an artiste—what a |roof.”

s! Surely she was a fair excuse for his folly,| Mrs. Page, Stevie’s landlady, led the way to the sitting-room,
Ifollowed by Dr. McDonald. He found Stephanie looking very

know the sun does strike hot on the
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At that moment
a hand touched his
shoulder — it was
the nurse.

“(Come,” shesaid,
gently.

He rose, stagger-
ing like a drunken
man, and followed
her into the room.

“What is it?”
he gasped. “Is
it — oh! Goa, do
not say that
death——"

“Come!” repeat-

” ed the nurse,

gently.

He caught the
smile on her face,
the hope in her

A
The words died

away in a sob—the
nurse simply took

his hand and led him like a child into the room.
There propped b{ pillows, whose whiteness was rivalled by the

purity of her skin,

ay his wife, his darling, Nola. Her great star-

like eyes were fixed on him ; her pale lips moved, murmuring his

name. $

With a great cry he rushed forward and fell on his knees beside

the bed.
“ My angel—my darling ! ” he moaned.

“Bruce, I am better—nurse says so. Lift up your dear head

and look at me,” whispered Nola, weakly.
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