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President Jimmy Carter signed the Refugee Act of 1980 into law on March 17, 1980. Prior to the Act's passage, the nation's refugee policies had been
defined by temporary relief measures to address needs of specific, vulnerable groups from post-World War Il Europe through the Cold War era.
Refugees had generally been temporarily paroled into the U.S. through special immigration
programs in emergency situations outside of regular immigration law. Parole programs for Cuban

refugees in the 1960s and Vietnam War asylees in the 1970s were examples of such special

programs and spurred Congress t
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1982 T Refugee assistance programs under the Refugee Act of 1980 are reauthorized for fiscal year 1983 under the Refugee Assistance Amendments of 1982
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